
 

 
 

        MMaarrkk  &&   UUrrbbyy  FFrriieesseenn  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  
  
Here are some pictures that give a glimpse into our lives this past 
year and a short story of a portion of our life, ministry, and work in 
Peru. 
 
 

Before returning to Peru in October of    
2008, we took Scotty to LeTourneau 
University in Longview, TX where he 
immediately got on the Soccer team. A 
pulled muscle or tendon at the first 
practice kept him in pain and not able to 
perform 100% but he did get to play one 
game and we were there to watch him 
play. Shortly after recovering from that, 
a reoccurrence of his arthritis, this time in his hip joints, kept him 
out for the rest of the season and it has continued to bother him. 
Pray for his healing and God's grace to endure. Besides sports he 
was involved in music with the youth at a local church in Longview. 
               Right: Picture of Scotty at LeTourneau after a Soccer practice  >> 
 

 
Before we left the US, Tiffany got a 
job at Newton public library which is 
just across the street from where 
she was going to school to finish up 
a 2 year Business degree 
<<  Picture to the left:  
She is living with my mom in North Newton 
Kansas. 
 
<<  Mom at the door of her house. 
 We stayed with her for our year of 
furlough 07-08.  
 
Scotty is also there for the summer.  
The picture to the right is of Becky >> 
and Michael with Landen and 
Grandma Urby out for a walk. 
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We visited Becky, her husband Michael, and Landen in Pennsylvania last summer. We took a 
beautiful walk on a rails to trails path alongside a river. Becky and Michael are both taking summer 
classes on line to further their training in education. Michael has also been a soccer coach. 
 

Life in Peru 
 
<< Left, Mark is helping remove cylinders from a SAM-Air 
Cessna 206 to replace exhaust valve guides. Less than 
100 hours later an oil line came loose and the engine lost 
oil pressure. The pilot 
had to make an 
emergency 
landing. After the 
problem was fixed the 
plane flew back home 

but we had to do a complete engine tear down. It is now 
back in service. 
 
Right, Mark helping change out a broken landing gear 
casting on the SAM-Air Cessna 206      >> 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Mark #4 with Tommy Head #0 racing together one week 
before Tommy went to our heavenly home following a fatal 
crash while practicing for an up-coming race. The 
circumstances surrounding it spoke clearly that Jesus 
simply called Tommy home and he went in a spectacular 
way. I won the race and beat Tommy, but he beat me home 
to Jesus the next week. 
 
Urby is so good with children and enjoys helping out with 
Medical teams That come from the USA to do Specialized work at 
the Pucallpa hospital.  
 
Here she holds a baby   >> 
 that is  going to have surgery 

on his lip. His mother was not able to calm him and for over an hour 
he cried until Urby held him. 
 

 
<<  Left: Alfredo, the senior 
Ashaninca translator working on 
the book of Ezekiel at our ouse. 
He spent several weeks at our 
home. He spent much time in 
prayer and study. We spent 
several days working through 
the first chapter. Try explaining 
it to your 4 year old and answer 
all their questions 
 

 
Right: Mark taking Alfredo down to the float plane 
dock for his flight back to his village. 
We were able to get Alfredo on a 1 1/2 hour SAMAir 
floatplane flight that took him about an hours 
walk from his village. By boat it would have been 4 
to 5 full days up river, by road it was two full days, 
one day bus ride and one day down river by boat. 
                                                                                >> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
<<  Mark with friend Edgar, a Peruvian pilot whom I 
visited in the local prison who was just released 
after serving a 3 year sentence ending the case 
that accused him of guilt by association having to 
do with drug trafficking in the early 90's. During his 
stay in prison his wife left him for another man 
taking their kids with her. Pray for Edgar, he had 
much time to reflect on his spiritual condition, 
perhaps he has even come to saving faith in Jesus. 
There are several other friends I continue to visit in prison. 

 
Mark, Craig, Julio. Co-founders of Encuentro Cristiano 
Mil Palmeras church (ECMP)                                            >> 
 
Pray for God to raise up leaders at ECMP church, 
especially men to serve as elders. Pray especially for 
these married men: Elivaldo, Guillermo, Isaac and 
Arturo. Pray also for our pastor Julio and Olga who just 
returned from furlough and the rest of the pastoral staff.  

 
<<   We had our 4th 
baptism at Encuentro Cristiano Mil 
Palmeras church since it was founded 4 years ago 
 
 
 
 
 

To the Right: Kids from the church playing volley 
ball behind our house New Year’s day.     >> 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

<<  Left: Mark with a couple of kids from church. We 
went with friends from our church to a fish farm and 
I taught three of the kids how to fish with a rod and 
reel, they each caught one and took it home to eat. 
We hope that they learn to teach others how to fish 
and one day become great fishers of men. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
The kids at our Encuentro Cristiano Mil 
Palmeras church sing a special for Mother’s 
Day. 

 
Three of the translators having a meal 
at our house. 

New Years meal around our dining room table. 
 

 

 
We continue to be a part of the O.T. translation 
effort by keeping the project funded and coordinated 
with our Wycliff consultants. We had the 4 
translators over at our house for a weekend while 
they were here checking the Books of 1 and 2 
Samuel with Ken Swift. A family emergency 
situation called the Swifts to the US before they 
were finished. Pray for the Swifts and for the 
Ashaninca men and their families. Pray with them 
for funding of their salaries of $300 each per month 
for the 2010 year. 
 
We are confident that the Lord will provide funds as 

needed and show us other less costly ways to work to 
achieve the desired results. We are also looking into 
changing their work location from Mazamari to 
Atalaya, a river town only 3 hours by boat from the 
villages of 3 of the 4 men. They want to share and teach what they learn while translating, and living in 
Atalaya would make many Ashaninca villages accessible to them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
<<  To the Left is a picture of Urby Shencari being 
checked out by the doctors before her surgery 
We were privileged to take care of little Urby, 
named after my wife. She had gone to Lima with 
her older brother Aledio to be tended to at the 
children’s hospital but she first saw the doctor after 
being there 10 days so we brought them to Pucallpa so 
that a team of doctors here from the US could remove a 
small tumor on her leg. All went well and we sent them 
home by bus 8 days later. She is healing well. Aledio wants 
to be a dentist so I found a scholarship for him to study 
dentistry here. He is coming back this next week to start 

his training. My dentist invited him to come to his office while here to observe and learn more. 
 
 
 



 

Mark with our new lawn mower,  
thanks to gifts from Bethel Church. 

 
 
 

 

We are richly blessed by all of you who support 
us financially and/or in prayer. I know we do not 
say “thank you” near often enough, but we do 
not take your generosity or prayers for granted and pray 
Gods continued abundance in your lives. We 
pray that as your “hands” we are good stewards of your gifts 
in the ministry we feel God had directed 
us to. And we would love hearing from you. 
 
Write us at: 

Mark & Urby Friesen 
Apartado 22, 
Pucallpa Peru  
E-mail:     mubtsfriesen@yahoo.com 

 
Should you wish to contribute to this ministry, you may do so by contacting us or 
simply send a check to: 
 

IHS inc.,  
PO Box 14154 
Tulsa, OK 74159.  

Make the check payable to:   IHS Inc. #188 
(not our name) Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


